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How Long Can Creditors Try to Collect on a Debt 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act regulates what debt collectors can and cannot do 

as they attempt to collect from you. Although the federal law protects you in many ways, 

it does not include provisions for making debts disappear or expire. That means a debt 

collector could pursue you for the rest of your life for a debt that you legally owe 

 

Time Frame 

State statute of limitation laws prohibits debt collectors from successfully pursuing really old 

debts in court, and that's important because the threat of a lawsuit is usually the debt collector's 

most powerful weapon. Statute of limitation laws vary by the state, but generally range from 

three to 10 years according to "The Times." After that, the debt becomes "time-barred," 

meaning the debt collector cannot successfully sue. However, that does not stop the debt 

collector from attempting to collect from you in other ways, such as by mail. 

Considerations 

Some people choose to ignore debts that are time-barred by state statute of limitations and 

also are too old to appear on credit reports. The debt loses much of its significance once the 

threat of a lawsuit has been stripped away and it cannot be listed as a negative on your credit 

report. 

Warning 

"The Times" reports that making a payment on an old debt could reset the statute of limitations 

from the beginning. According to "The Times," that's a common tactic debt collectors use to 

regain the threat of a lawsuit and to place a negative entry on your credit report. 

 

Source: ehow.com 
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About Profitera Corporation Sdn. Bhd. 

Profitera Corporation is a leading technology provider of Revenue & Arrears Collections, Debt Recovery and 

Agency Management Software Solutions. Profitera provides specific solutions to help its Customers focus on their 

clients reduce arrears and optimize profits throughout their Revenue and Profitability Lifecycle. As experts in 

Revenue & Arrears Collections, Debt Recovery and Agency Management, Profitera continuously brings enterprise 

level scalable software technologies to the doorstep of its Customers. This helps to reduce Arrears Delinquency, Bad 

Debt and Improve Tracking & Profitability. Profitera, being a MSC status and TUV Quality certified company has 

its global HQ in Malaysia and leverages on partners for regional presence in ASEAN, Asia South, Middle East and 

Africa. 

 

Enterprise Revenue Collections & Debt Recovery Software Systems 

SMS Notification and 2-way SMS Interaction software platform 

Data Management and Software Integration Services 

Data Analysis, OLAP and Multi-dimensional Cubes for Online Interactive Reporting 

 


